0 through 9 (or Nine Lives) A Collaboration (Jacquelyn Davis & Sofia Karlsson)

OVERVIEW

Influenced by Jasper Johns' numeric series 0 through 9 (1961), a woman of
multiple roles discovers that there is not enough time in a life to reach full
potential, to experience enough, to create without reserve. Like a feline with
nine lives, she writes entirely new fictional variants of her obituary nine
times, reciting at fifteen minute intervals (for three uninterrupted hours),
before composing the next one from scratch. In writing through these imagined
summations, new possibilities were meant to become realizable. Johns commented,
"I tend to like things that already exist." Some prefer what doesn't yet exist.

BACKGROUND

Periodically, it is necessary to take inventory of one's own life, to determine
if one is staying on any constructed path or to decide to create a different one
which may have presented itself as a better or more compatible option. Having an
ongoing interest in both poetics and fiction, following through with this
automatic writing exercise of creating nine improvised obituaries ensured a
time-sensitive platform to apply fictional alternatives to my future and
finality. This writing-exercise-as-performance aspires to be a positive gesture
to actively redesign my life by overriding my own set of self-constructed
illusions and mythologies - from the narrative perspective of nine fictional
characters from nine fictional versions of my life in summation.

PROCESS

Curated by Merzedes Sturm-Lie, the public event “White Zoo & Black Powers”
occurred April 21-27, 2011, which included video works broadcasted in a “black
box” and live performances in a nearby “white box” - both temporarily
constructed at the Royal Institute of Arts (KKH) in Stockholm. “Black Powers”
video works were from the following contributors: Cecilie Meng Sgrenson (DK), Hou
Chien Cheng(TW), Kamen Zlatev(SE), Merzedes Sturm-Lie (BE/SE/NO), Quinten Leon
(BE), Petr Davydtchenko (SE/RU) and Markus Bowie (SE/UK). “White Zoo” performances
were from the following: Playgroundsound(SE), Isabelle Gressel (FR/AT/GB),
Quinten Leon (BE), Fredrik Fermelin(SE), Cecilie Meng Sgrenson (DK), Vera Karlsson
(SE), Xander Stragier (BE), Jacquelyn Davis (US/SE), Kamen Zlatev(SE), Merzedes
Sturm-Lie & Ingrid Jansson (SE/NO/BE), Sofia Karlsson(SE), Petr

Davydtchenko (SE/RU) and Markus Bowie (SE/UK). Live performances were held each
day, 11:30am to 2:30pm, and were live streamed via:
http://www.kkh.se/%$7Etore/stream kkhl/

Sofia Karlsson performed “The Deerstalker and the Territorial House" while T
followed through with “0 through 9 (or Nine Lives).” The boxed-in “white zoo”
space was shared simultaneously for three hours. Our two performances were
constructed separately but were re-contextualized through our performance's
direct communication with one another stemming from proximity.

TEXT

The automatic writing exercise follows.
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